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S. 2460. A bill to establish a panel of con-
stitutional experts to recommend to Con-
gress an appropriate process for providing for
the case of the death of a candidate in a con-
tingent presidential or vice-presidential elec-
tion; to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr.
THUNE):

S. 2461. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Coe of 1986 to make qualified biogas
property and qualified manure resource re-
covery property eligible for the energy credit
and to permit renewable energy bonds to fi-
nance qualified biogas property, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself and Mr.
COTTON):

S. 2462. A bill to amend the Commodity Ex-
change Act to extend the jurisdiction of the
Commodity Futures Trading Commission to
include the oversight of markets that set or
report reference prices for aluminum pre-
miums, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. CRUZ,
Mr. CRAPO, and Mr. BRAUN):

S. 2463. A bill to require agencies submit
zero-based budgets; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. BEN-
NET, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Ms. ROSEN):

S. 2464. A bill to require the Secretary of
Commerce, acting through the Assistant
Secretary for Economic Development, to es-
tablish a RECOMPETE grant program to
provide flexible, 10-year block grants for pur-
poses of creating quality jobs, providing re-
sources to help local residents access oppor-
tunities and attain and retain employment,
increasing local per capita income and em-
ployment rates, and supporting long-term,
sustained economic growth and opportunity
in persistently distressed areas, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. WYDEN, and  Mr.
PADILLA):

S. 2465. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make the American Op-
portunity Tax Credit fully refundable, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

——————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. ROMNEY (for himself, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. COONS, and
Ms. KLOBUCHAR):

S. Res. 314. A resolution commemorating
the past success of the United States Olym-
pic and Paralympic Teams and supporting
the United States Olympic and Paralympic
Teams in the 2020 Olympic Games and
Paralympic Games; considered and agreed
to.

By Mr. WICKER (for himself, Ms.
HIRONO, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. CASSIDY, Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH, and Ms. CANTWELL):

S. Res. 315. A resolution commending the
service of Hamilton-class Coast Guard cut-
ters and the officers and crew who served on
them; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr.
MCCONNELL):

S. Res. 316. A resolution to authorize rep-
resentation by the Senate Legal Counsel in
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the case of AO Alfa-Bank v. John Doe, et al;
considered and agreed to.
By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself and Mr.
JOHNSON):

S. Res. 317. A resolution congratulating the
Milwaukee Bucks, and the fans of the Mil-
waukee Bucks around the world, on winning
the 2021 National Basketball Association
championship; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 127
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
BLUMENTHAL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 127, a bill to support library infra-
structure.
S. 283
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 283, a bill to establish a
National Climate Bank.
S. 617
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. ScoTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 617, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the
estate and generation-skipping transfer
taxes, and for other purposes.
S. 659
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 659, a bill to require the
Secretary of Transportation to promul-
gate regulations relating to commer-
cial motor vehicle drivers under the
age of 21, and for other purposes.
S. 73
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 773, a bill to enable certain hospitals
that were participating in or applied
for the drug discount program under
section 340B of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act prior to the COVID-19 public
health emergency to temporarily
maintain eligibility for such program,
and for other purposes.
S. 912
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MARSHALL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 912, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide infor-
mation regarding vaccines for seniors
as part of the Medicare & You hand-
book and to ensure that the treatment
of cost sharing for vaccines under
Medicare part D is consistent with the
treatment of vaccines under Medicare
part B, and for other purposes.
S. 1213
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1273, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a cred-
it to small employers for covering mili-
tary spouses under retirement plans.
S. 1302
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Colorado

S5051

(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1302, a bill to amend title
IT of the Social Security Act to repeal
the Government pension offset and
windfall elimination provisions.
S. 1312
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) and the Senator from
Delaware (Mr. COONS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1312, a bill to amend title
IT of the Social Security Act to elimi-
nate the waiting periods for disability
insurance benefits and Medicare cov-
erage for individuals with metastatic
breast cancer and for other purposes.
S. 1486
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
names of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. KAINE) and the Senator from Iowa
(Mr. GRASSLEY) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1486, a bill to eliminate dis-
crimination and promote women’s
health and economic security by ensur-
ing reasonable workplace accommoda-
tions for workers whose ability to per-
form the functions of a job are limited
by pregnancy, childbirth, or a related
medical condition.
S. 1779
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the name of the Senator from Illinois
(Mr. DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1779, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to eliminate co-
payments by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for medicines relating to
preventive health services, and for
other purposes.
S. 1901
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1901, a bill to amend the Act
of June 18, 1934, to reaffirm the author-
ity of the Secretary of the Interior to
take land into trust for Indian Tribes,
and for other purposes.
S. 1915
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the names of the Senator from New
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator
from Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL)
and the Senator from Massachusetts
(Ms. WARREN) were added as cosponsors
of S. 1915, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to direct the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to allow a
veteran to receive a full year supply of
contraceptive pills, transdermal patch-
es, vaginal rings, and other hormonal
contraceptive products.
S. 2160
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KiNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2160, a bill to prohibit the Adminis-
trator of General Services from estab-
lishing per diem reimbursements rates
for travel within the continental
United States (commonly known as
“CONUS”) for certain fiscal years
below a certain level, and for other
purposes.
S. 2202
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms.
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ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2202, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude from gross
income interest received on certain
loans secured by agricultural real prop-
erty.
S. 2264
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2264, a bill to reauthorize
the Native American Housing Assist-
ance and Self-Determination Act of
1996.
S. 2301
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2301, a bill to amend the Higher
Education Act of 1965 to provide capac-
ity-building assistance to institutions
of higher education to examine and ad-
dress inequities in college student ac-
cess and success, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2324
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
names of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) and the Senator from
Maine (Mr. KING) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2324, a bill to amend the
FAST Act to improve the Federal per-
mitting process, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2369
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2369, a bill to provide ac-
cess to reliable, clean, and drinkable
water on Tribal lands, and for other
purposes.
S. 2382
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2382, a bill to authorize the National
Cyber Director to accept details from
other elements of the Federal Govern-
ment on nonreimbursable basis, and for
other purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself
and Mr. PADILLA):

S. 2430. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to expand the ex-
clusion for certain conservation sub-
sidies to include subsidies for water
conservation or efficiency measures
and storm water management meas-
ures; to the Committee on Finance.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise to speak in support of the ‘“Water
Conservation Rebate Tax Parity Act,”
which I introduced today. Representa-
tive JARED HUFFMAN (D-CA) has intro-
duced companion legislation in the
House of Representatives.

Access to water has always been a
major issue in California and through-
out the Western United States. That
issue has only become more pressing as
climate change increases the risk of
drought in the West. Right now, 87 per-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

cent of California is facing ‘‘Extreme
Drought’ conditions and 33 percent of
the state is experiencing ‘‘Exceptional
Drought’ conditions, the most severe
category.

A growing number of States, includ-
ing California, have begun offering re-
bates to homeowners to improve the
water efficiency of their homes. Unfor-
tunately, many homeowners are un-
aware that they are required to pay
federal income taxes on these rebates
and are surprised to be stuck with that
bill. Still other homeowners aware of
the tax implications are
disincentivized from making these effi-
ciencies to their homes.

The ‘“Water Conservation Rebate Tax
Parity Act” would exempt such State
and local rebates for water conserva-
tion improvements, as well as improve-
ments to better handle storm water
runoff, from taxable income. This
would eliminate the unexpected bill
homeowners face, increasing the incen-
tive to make these improvements,
which benefit all of us.

I note that such State rebates for en-
ergy conservation improvements are
already excluded from taxable income.
Thus, my bill would simply put water
conservation rebates on par with en-
ergy conservation rebates for tax treat-
ment.

It is critical that Congress explore
many ways to address climate change
and mitigate the impacts that we are
already seeing. Encouraging home-
owners to make their properties more
water-efficient is one way to do that.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
support of this bill. Thank you, Mr.
President, and I yield the floor.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself,
Mr. BURR, Mr. PADILLA, and Mr.
TILLIS):

S. 2432. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to exclude from
gross income amounts received from
State-based catastrophe loss mitiga-
tion programs; to the Committee on
Finance.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise to speak in support of the ‘‘Dis-
aster Mitigation and Tax Parity Act,”
which Senator BURR and I introduced
today. Representative MIKE THOMPSON
(D-CA) has introduced companion leg-
islation in the House of Representa-
tives.

Encouraging homeowners to take
steps to reduce the risk of natural ca-
tastrophe damage to their homes has
long been a goal of policy makers. In
California, it has been a special chal-
lenge to incentivize individuals to pur-
chase earthquake insurance and to
harden their homes against potential
earthquake damage.

The threat of natural disasters and
extreme weather events has become a
much greater problem in recent years
due to climate change, which is driving
an increasing frequency and severity of
wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, and
other catastrophic events. This, in
turn, is reducing the availability and
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increasing the costs of insurance for in-
dividuals and businesses.

A growing number of states, includ-
ing California, have begun offering re-
bates to homeowners to improve their
homes to mitigate against damage
from such events. Unfortunately, many
homeowners are unaware that they are
required to pay Federal income taxes
on these rebates and are surprised to be
stuck with that bill. Other homeowners
who are aware of the tax implications
are disincentivized from making these
improvements to their homes.

The ‘‘Disaster Mitigation and Tax
Parity Act” would exempt such State
rebates for disaster mitigation im-
provements from taxable income. This
would eliminate the unexpected bill
homeowners face, increasing the incen-
tive to make these improvements,
which benefit all of us.

I also note that such State rebates
for energy conservation improvements
are already excluded from taxable in-
come. Thus, our bill would simply put
disaster mitigation rebates on par with
energy conservation measures.

I am pleased that Congress is explor-
ing many ways to address climate
change-related matters. Encouraging
homeowners to make their properties
more resistant to natural catastrophe
damage is one way to help.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
support of this bill. Thank you, Mr.
President, and I yield the floor.

By Mr. THUNE:

S. 2437. A bill to amend the Healthy
Forests Restoration Act of 2003 to re-
quire the Secretary of Agriculture to
expedite hazardous fuel or insect and
disease risk reduction projects on cer-
tain National Forest System land, and
for other purposes; to the Committee

on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2437

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Expediting
Forest Restoration and Recovery Act of
2021,

SEC. 2. APPLICATION BY FOREST SERVICE OF AU-
THORITIES TO EXPEDITE ENVIRON-
MENTAL ANALYSES IN CARRYING
OUT HAZARDOUS FUEL AND INSECT
AND DISEASE RISK REDUCTION
PROJECTS.

Section 104 of the Healthy Forests Restora-
tion Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6514) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

‘(1) APPLICATION BY FOREST SERVICE OF AU-
THORITIES TO EXPEDITE ENVIRONMENTAL
ANALYSES IN CARRYING OUT HAZARDOUS FUEL
AND INSECT AND DISEASE RISK REDUCTION
PROJECTS.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

““(A) INSECT AND DISEASE TREATMENT
AREA.—The term ‘insect and disease treat-
ment area’ means an area that—

‘(i) is designated by the Secretary as an
insect and disease treatment area under this
title; or
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